
 
 
Fresh Pond Appartments Affordability Status: The first two towers on Rindge Ave are privately owned 
and are affordable through deed restrictions which are set to expire at the end of 2020. The term 
generally used for these buildings is “expiring use.” The owner is not interested in selling the properties, 
which contain roughly 540 units, but is interested in continuing the housing assistance contract with 
HUD for 330 units and he is working with the Affordable Housing Trust, the City and other agencies to 

keep the remaining units affordable after 2020. At this point, though, 
nothing has been firmed up and the discussions of how a contract might 
look and how the funding might work and so forth are ongoing with both 
the owner and with tenants. The third tower, 402 Rindge Ave (closest to 
Alewife Brook Parkway), is owned by Just-A-Start and is affordable in 
perpetuity.  

 
 
 

Jefferson Park Redevelopment Project: Jefferson Park (State) is being 
redeveloped  and will have 104 units. It is a six building development and 
the Cambridge Housing Authority, which owns both the State and the 
Federal sides of the Jefferson Park complex, expects to receive the first 
three buildings by mid-December, pending receipt of a temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy, and to receive the final three (also pending 
temporary C of O) at the end of February, depending on how weather 

impacts the construction. Appartments should start to be occupied in January. Jefferson Park is on 
Rindge Ave near the intersection with Route 16/Alewife Brook Parkway. 
 
 
 

Mass Ave Bike Path Crossing: The City has put in a new bicycle signal to 
help cyclists get across Mass Ave at Cedar Street. I’m still trying to figure 
out how I feel about the whole intersection and my current take is that it 
all works pretty well except for the concurrent walk signal across Cedar 
Street. The turn from southbound Mass Ave onto Cedar is too gentle so 
cars can take it at pretty high speeds which I think leads to safety risks for 
people trying to cross Cedar towards Friendly Corner on their walk cycle. 

Their backs would be to traffic turning onto Cedar, so cars turning onto Cedar would not be visible, and 
the walk signal may make them feel more protected than they are. I’d be interested in what other 
people think about this intersection and if they have ideas about how it might be made safer. 
 
 
 

https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/housing/housingdevelopment/housingpreservation
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/DOC_11737.PDF
http://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/housing/housingtrust
https://www.justastart.org/
http://cambridge-housing.org/about/departments/planning/planningnews/jpstate.asp
http://cambridge-housing.org/default.asp
http://cambridge-housing.org/about/departments/planning/planning_projects/jefferson_park_federal_(rad).asp
https://www.cambridgema.gov/traffic/News/2017/07/newbicyclesignalcedarstreetatmassave.aspx
https://www.cambridgema.gov/traffic/engineeringplanning/trafficsignals/concurrentpedestriansignals


43 Cedar Street: As many of you may remember, the façade of 43 Cedar street fell into the street on 
August 11, crushing a SUV that happened to be parked out front. Thankfully, no one was harmed when 
the building fell but it could have been much worse. I am trying to figure out what went wrong at this 
project so that the City can work to ensure that it doesn’t happen again but have thus far not learned 
much. I think pretty much everyone is glad the old eyesore of a firetrap is gone, but that’s no excuse for 
a dangerous collapse such as this one.  
 
 
 
 
 

Russell Street Median Strip: A few years ago the City cut away a big 
chunk of the Mass Ave median strip by Russell Street to help traffic flow 
through this part of Mass Ave quicker. The problem was, too many cars 
made fast, aggressive turns onto Russell from Mass Ave southbound 
and that was really dangerous to oncoming traffic especially cyclists. 
After some back-and-forth, the City added most of the median strip 
back but still left a wider gap to help with the traffic flow. Recently a 
cyclist at this intersection was hit by a turning car (I’m not sure if the car 

was northbound or southbound on Mass Ave) and it got me thinking about whether this gap in the 
median strip is still too wide, thus encouraging cars to turn across oncoming traffic onto Russell Street at 
higher speeds than are safe. I’ve spent some time watching the traffic flow and I believe it is too wide- I 
suspect placing a couple of white plastic stanchions beyond the end of the median strip would slow 
down turning cars while also allowing the traffic flow the City was looking for here. I’d be interested in 
learning what other people think about this issue. 
 
 

Rats: A number of people have expressed concern about rats in their 
neighborhoods. While rats exist just about everywhere people exist, 
there are things we can do to mitigate them and the City has a number 
of programs to help with those efforts. You can also read my summary 
of Cambridge rat concerns and policies here.  And if you’d like to be on 
my rat list, or think I might be able to help you work through a 
neighborhood rat problem, just drop me an email. 
 
 

 
Helicopter Noise:  While it may not be as annoying as airplane noise, 
helicopter noise can still be a pain in North Cambridge. The City has limited 
options in trying to control this noise source, but we are starting to work on 
how that discussion might most effectively advance. You can read a 
fascinating discussion of helicopter noise that Wil put together here. And on a 
related note, the next Boston West Fair Skies meeting about airplane noise is 
this Thursday (2 November, from 7-8:30 PM at the Belmont Public Library at 

336 Concord Ave in Belmont.)  
 
 
 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/08/11/portion-abandoned-cambridge-home-falls-car/S9AQeItC2fh8x6CX4PZeHP/story.html#comments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_rat
https://www.cambridgema.gov/theworks/ourservices/rodentcontrol/faq.aspx
https://www.craigkelley.org/blog/2017/10/23/cambridge-rat-discussion/
https://www.craigkelley.org/blog/2017/08/06/craigs-watertown-airplane-noise-meeting-notes-from-25-july-2017/#comment-3036
https://www.craigkelley.org/blog/2017/10/20/cambridge-helicopter-noise-review/
https://www.bostonwestfairskies.org/

