
FYI folks: 
 
I thought you might be interested in some of these North Cambridge-related things, pasted below. Of 
particular note, the Cambridge Jazz Festival will be from 12-6 on Sunday, 30 July in Danehy Park and 
starting next Tuesday from 6-8 PM, Club Passim will host a five week concert series, also at Danehy Park 
(near the Sherman Street entrance).  And perhaps most importantly, RINDGE POOL IS OPEN daily from 
11:15 AM-6:45 PM through 23 August (call if lightning threatens).  
 
I’ve attached a .pdf of this email in case the formatting gets messed up and also a couple of other emails 
you may find interesting. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions or concerns. And please excuse any mistakes I made. 
 
Thanks a lot and Happy 4th! 
 
Craig 
All emails to and from this City address should be considered to be subject to Massachusetts’s Public 
Records laws.  To be removed from this list, click here. 
 
 
 

Airplane Noise: If you are like me, the constant drone of airplanes 
flying overhead is driving you crazy at times. I’ve attached a longer 
email I did on this subject, but the short description is that a new 
navigations system relatively narrow “Highways in the Sky,” one of 
which passes over North Cambridge. Depending on wind conditions 
and runway construction, this particular highway can see a lot of 
use. The FAA is doing studies to see how planes might be re-routed 
to distribute the noise or flown higher to minimize it, but it doesn’t 
want to just dump all the noise on other communities. Wil wrote a 

memo on airplane noise you can read here and I encourage you to call the complaint number (617-561-
3333) when the planes bother you. Boston West Fair Skies is the local advocacy group trying to get 
Logan and the FAA to more aggressively redistribute these noisy overhead flights. 
 
 

 
The Francis J. McCrehan Memorial Swimming and Wading Pool at 
359 Rindge Ave. is open until August 23 from  
11:15am - 6:45pm, 7 days a week. Call 617-661-0670 if you think 
storms might have closed it. The DCR has a host of other water parks 
and features you can find here.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cambridgejazzfestival.org/
http://www.clubpassim.org/summer-concert-series
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/recreational-activities/swimming-pools-wading-pools-and-spray-deck.html
mailto:ckelley@cambridgema.gov
http://www.craigkelley.org/blog/2017/02/01/airplane-noise-review-and-analysis/
https://www.bostonwestfairskies.org/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/recreational-activities/swimming-pools-wading-pools-and-spray-deck.html


 
 
 

Striping of MBTA path and North Mass Ave: The City’s traffic department has 
starting striping the newly redone stretch of the pathway by the Alewife 
Headhouse. I am trying to get them to restripe the entire path through to the 
road by the T’s parking garage as clear striping really helps identify where 
people- walking, jogging, biking, walking dogs- are supposed to be and in what 
direction they’re supposed to be going on this very busy pathway.  
 
On a similar vein, the City is now planning to have the North Mass Ave lane 

striping done by the end of this summer in conjunction with a related to a Participatory Budgeting 
project. I’ve asked that there be a public meeting to explain the project beforehand so people have an 
idea of what’s going on. I know I’ve said this project would have been done already and I’ve talked with 
City staff about the need to more proactively explain their projects and any associated delays. 
 
If you have thoughts on these two projects, you may email the director of our traffic department, Joe 
Barr, at JBarr@Cambridgema.gov. 
 
 

NOCA Provisions: A neighborhood coffee shop recently opened up 
at the corner of Rindge and Middlesex. NOCA Provisions, a satellite 
of Season To Taste on Mass Ave, has taken up space vacated by a 
window repair shop and an African-American hair dresser. The 
CRLS newspaper, the Register Forum, had an interesting editorial 
on how NOCA’s arrival reflects changes in the larger North 
Cambridge neighborhood and on gentrification in general. You can 
read it on page 13 here.  
 

 
 

43 Cedar Street:  While the trucks are long since gone, the rest of this forlorn 
building still stands, along with stacks and stacks of cobblestones, but that is 
likely to change soon as the BZA granted a developer permission to build a two-
family home on this site. This whole saga has taken a very long time, involved 
multiple court proceedings, City enforcement actions and a lot of pushing from a 
whole lot of people and I encourage you to read all about it in this BZA report. 

This application starts on page 251 of the .pdf and really illustrates some of the challenges the City 
bumps up against when trying to figure out what to do in these oddball situations.  
 
 
 

http://pb.cambridgema.gov/massavebikers
http://pb.cambridgema.gov/massavebikers
mailto:JBarr@Cambridgema.gov
https://www.nocaprovisions.com/
http://www.seasontotastecatering.com/
http://crls.cpsd.us/news/register_forum/
http://crls.cpsd.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3045299/File/news/register_forum/2016-17/Register_Forum_June_2017.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/inspectionalservicesdepartment/BZA/bza42717.pdf


Jefferson Park Streets Renamed: Per a request from the 
Cambridge Housing Authority, the City Council recently renamed 
the two of the complex’s interior streets as Clifton Circle and 
Clifton Place. The reconstruction project for the state side of this 
development will provide 104 affordable housing units and is 
expected to be finished by the end of this year. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

North Charles, Inc.: The City continues to press its case against the North 
Charles, Inc. drug rehab clinic which is operating in the midst of a dense 
residential neighborhood on Washburn Ave. While no one debates the need 
for this sort of facility, the challenge of dealing with groups of people 
wandering through the neighborhood as they wait for their treatment 
sessions is overwhelming for many of the facility’s neighbors. While the City 
has told North Charles that the facility is in violation of Cambridge’s zoning 
code, North Charles is appealing that decision and the resulting court cases 
could take many months, if not longer, to resolve. You can read my version 
of the legal proceedings on my blog here. Discovery closes July 31 and court 
telecon scheduled for Aug. 23 is the next planned event. 

 
 
 

Lapels: The site of the former Lapels dry cleaner is, as many of you may 
have noticed, flattened at this point. A small multi-unit housing 
development will be going on up this site. Despite an exception for this 
property, in general the City encourages ground floor retail on North 
Mass Ave. What retail, on Mass Ave and elsewhere, is going to look like 
years  from now is pretty much anybody’s guess, but the City is working 
on a retail strategy plan. 

 
 

Russell Apartments Senior Housing: The Leonard J. Russell Apartments is a 51 unit, 
6 story senior housing apartment building just north of Porter Square is relatively 
old and the CHA has decided that it will renovate them. To do so will require the 
building to be emptied and the CHA is working with consultants and building 
residents to figure out how this project will best move forward.  
 

https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Projects/detail.aspx?path=%2Fsitecore%2Fcontent%2Fhome%2FCDD%2FProjects%2FHousing%2Fjeffersonparkstate
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Projects/detail.aspx?path=%2Fsitecore%2Fcontent%2Fhome%2FCDD%2FProjects%2FHousing%2Fjeffersonparkstate
http://northcharles.org/
http://northcharles.org/
http://www.craigkelley.org/blog/2017/07/04/craigs-summary-of-north-charles-inc-legal-proceedings/
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Projects/EconDev/retailstrategicplan
http://cambridge-housing.org/iam/applicant/directory/elderly/russellapts.asp

